
2025 City of Bloomington Budget and 
Tax Levy Public Hearing

Monday, December 16, 2024





Budget Process Calendar

May 16

Budget kick-off

June 16

Budget lock out 
from Financial 
Software

July 2 –  Aug 6

Department 
Budget Meetings 
with City Manager

August 19

Special City Council 
Budget Meeting
Discuss Preliminary 
2025 Tax Levy 

September 9

Set Preliminary 
Levy

October

2025 Utility Rates 
and Budget 
Discussions

Oct.–Nov.

Department 
budget 
presentations to 
Council

November 18

2025 Utility Rate 
Public Hearing

Nov 25 & Dec 9

Final Tax Levy 
Discussions

December 16 

Set Final 2025 Tax 
Levy
Truth in Taxation 
Public Hearing



Public Engagement
Let’s Talk Bloomington and Budget Engagement Tables at Events 

June – October 2024
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Juneteenth 
Celebration

June 15

Wednesday 
Farmers 
Market

July 17

Learning 
Linkup

August 17

On the One 
Music 

Festival

August 17

Saturday 
Farmers 
Market

September 14

Pride 
Festival

September 22

Fire 
Department 
Open House

October 12

Budget Engagement Calendar



Budget Engagement

645 chips

14%

749 chips

16%

848 chips

19%

659 chips

14%

658 chips

14%

1,071 chips

23%



Let’s Talk Bloomington Survey Results to Date

Category Ranking from 1 to 6                    
with 1 being the highest priority

Facilities and Infrastructure 2.48

Public Safety 2.91

Parks, Arts, and Recreation 2.96

Equitable Economic Growth 3.91

Healthy Community 4.09

Connected, Welcoming Community 4.65



Budget Website & Let’s Talk Bloomington
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Key Investments in the 2025 Budget Request

• The 2025 budget reflects the City’s mission to cultivate 
an enduring and remarkable community where people 
want to be.

• It supports high-quality City services with strategic 
investments in:
• Public Safety (Police, Fire, and Legal)
• Community Health and Recreation
• Equitable Economic Growth





Impact on median value home of $361,300 = 6.85%

9.18% increase to the tax levy is a 
6.85% increase for the median value 

home 

$1.87 / week 

$8.12 / month 

$97.41 / year 



Average Preliminary 2025 Tax Levy
increase for Minnesota Cities 8.8% 

Cities

The 2025 preliminary property tax levies for cities will 
total approximately $3.737 billion compared with a final 
levy of $3.434 billion in 2024, an 8.8% increase.

Counties

The 2025 preliminary property tax levies for counties will 
total approximately $4.216 billion compared with a final 
levy of $3.962 billion in 2024, a 6.4% increase.

Townships

The 2025 preliminary property tax levies for townships 
will total approximately $333 million compared with a 
final levy of $314 million in 2024, a 6.3% increase.

Schools

The 2025 preliminary property tax levies for schools will 
total approximately $4.156 billion compared with a final 
levy of $3.979 billion in 2024, a 4.4% increase.

Special Taxing Districts

The 2025 preliminary property tax levies for special taxing 
districts will total approximately $522 million compared 
with a final levy of $494 million in 2024, a 5.7% increase.



• B7 Staffing Requests by Department
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 Proposed Final 2025 Tax Levy Increase 
  compared to other Cities Preliminary (by percentage)

B7 Staffing Requests by Department

City Increase

Plymouth 5.27%

Richfield 5.45%

Eden Prairie 6.03%

Burnsville 6.73%

Maple Grove 6.96%

Minnetonka 7.23%

Woodbury 7.76%

St Paul 7.90%

City Increase

Eagan 8.25%

Minneapolis 8.40%

Bloomington 9.18%

St Louis Park 9.50%

Brooklyn Park 10.83%

Lakeville 12.05%

Edina 13.18%

Apple Valley 13.80%



Changes from 11.5% Preliminary Levy Increase down to 9.18% 
Awarded 2nd SAFER Grant to hire 18 Additional Firefighters $(564,798)
Increase in Lodging and Admission Tax Revenue (495,398)
Transfer from Insurance Fund (400,000)
Increase in Environmental Health Rental Inspection Fees (290,000)
ARP Grant Revenue Available for Battalion Chiefs (275,000)
Increase to interest revenue (200,000)
Three Rivers Park District Managing Bush Lake Beach and Normandale (165,000)
Decrease for Galaxy Program (148,812)
Reduction for no primary needed since no Rank Choice Voting Change (85,000)
Parks & Recreation Fee Increases (75,000)
Additional reductions (34,867)
Health Insurance Adjustment compared to Preliminary 650,000
3 Additional Positions (CHWC Recreation Manager, Crime Victim Liaison, 
Target Market Program Coordinator) starting in April and July of 2025 220,125

Total Reduction from Preliminary Levy ($1,863,750)



2025 General Fund Revenues

Recommended 
Final 2025 

Budget

Property Tax Levy $75,657,500 
Lodging and Admission 
Taxes 11,055,271 
Permits and Licenses 6,259,861 
Transfers from Other 
Funds 5,954,884 
Intergovernmental 
Revenue 7,398,865 
Program Income 2,300,753 

Other 1,186,273 
Total $109,813,407

Property Tax Levy
69%

Lodging and 
Admission Taxes

10%

Permits and 
Licenses

6%

Transfers from 
Other Funds

5%

Intergovernmental 
Revenue

7%

Program Income
2% Other

1%



2025 General Fund Expenses

Recommended 
Final 2025    

Budget

Police $37,977,745
Fire 11,609,711
Public Works 15,590,419
Parks and Recreation 13,173,911
Community Development 11,353,677
Community Services 9,399,401
Finance & Legal 4,755,684
Admin & City Council 4,929,422
Estimated 
Unexpended/Contingency

1,023,437

Total $109,813,407

Police
35%

Fire
11%

Public Works
14%

Parks and 
Recreation

12%

Community 
Development

10%

Community 
Services

9%

Finance & Legal
4%

Admin & City 
Council

4%

Estimated  
Unexpended/ 
Contingency

1%



General 
Fund 
2025 
Budget 
Request



Sample of 2025 Residential Property Tax Statement

Preliminary 11.50% City Tax Levy Increase

• City Property Tax  $1,560.77
• County Property Tax $1,281.17
• School Property Tax $1,362.41
• Other Property Tax $   369.49   

Total Property Tax $4,573.84

Revised 9.18% City Tax Levy Increase

City Property Tax   $1,519.55 
County Property Tax $1,281.17
School Property Tax   $1,362.41
Other Property Tax $   369.49 
Total Property Tax   $4,532.62 



State of Minnesota - Property Tax Refund 
(Form M1PR)

Minnesota homeowners and renters 
may qualify for a Property Tax 
Refund.  

For more information-
Minnesota Department of Revenue: 
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/pr
operty-tax-refund 
651-296-3781 or 1-800-652-9094

https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/property-tax-refund
https://www.revenue.state.mn.us/property-tax-refund


State of Minnesota - Property Tax Refund 
(Form M1PR)
• Two types available:

Regular Property Tax Refund
• Compares property taxes versus 

your total household income
• Renter income less than $73,270; 

Homeowner less than $135,410
Special Property Tax Refund

• Increase in taxes beyond State set 
level

• Increase of 12% from previous 
year and at least $100 increase.

• Due date is August 15 - you may file up to 
one year after the due date

• You must homestead the property to 
qualify for refund

• Beginning with tax year 2024, Renters will 
no longer need to file M1PR.  The credit 
will be added to the income tax return.



Senior Deferral Property Tax Program
• Caps property taxes a resident pays each year at 3% of previous year’s income.
 
• Person must be 65 or older, if they are married, their spouse must be 62 or older.  

• Household income needs to be less than $96,000.

• Must have lived in home for the last 5 or more years.  

• Must have homesteaded home for the last 5 or more years. 

• When home is sold deferral is voluntarily cancelled, loan must be repaid with 
interest. 

• The interest rate varies but does not exceed 5%.

• The City Assessors office is available to help residents who have questions about 
this program. 



Discussion



Public Hearing
2025 Tax Levy



Motions

Motion by     , seconded by       to adopt 
Resolution No. 2024-  , Establishing Final Tax Levies 
for the City of Bloomington for the Year 2025.

AND

Motion by    , seconded by    to adopt     
Resolution No. 2024-  , Adopting the Final 2025 
General Fund Budget.
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